Past Imperfective

Conjugation
It is constructed by adding a "U_.' prefix before past simple verbs.

Here is an example for the verb “to see™

Verb Infinitive: s Past Stem: 1>
[I] used to see P o
[you] used fo see AT

[helsheft] used fo see L3 o
[we] used to see Py o
[you (pl)] usedto see L5

[they] used to see L o

Usage
There is no exact English equivalent for Persian past imperfective. It is used to express habitual

actions in the past. it is also sometimes used to express continucus actions in the past. which are
more commonly expressed by the past continuous (discussed in the next lesson) in medern Iranian

Persian.

The kings thought that they are God’s delegates. s L godiled 135 0 S8 lals

At the time of the war we listened to e S LAl s Gay e S leg
the news every day.

You didn’t talk to me like this before. E3jsad > oyo b gyeb ol S
-What were you doing? -1 was studying. pUles b w0y 5235 o Jdn—

Some verbs like “to know”, “to be able to” and “to want” correspond to states, rather than actions.
As in English, the continuous form cof these verbs in the past is never expressed with past

continuous. In Persian, the past imperfective is used.

| didn’t want anything from anyone. pilgd a5 (£5u2 (oS |
The government knew the name of all of the  .cdSs (gja Lol cails o]y leyoce (cdan pul Sdgo
criminals but didn’t say anything.

I wanted (lit. my heart wanted) but | couldn't. peiuniler, a8 Lol Canled s o

Further usages of the past imperfective tense will be discussed Iater.






