Imperatives

Conjugation
The imperative form of a verb is used for giving commands. It is made up of three parts:
1. The prefix "'_,' (proncunced like “be” in “bed”)
2. The present stem of the verb
3. The imperstive suffix (plural only)

Here is an example for the verb “to sit"™:

Verb Infinitive: 35 Present Stem: _;

Hit! (singular) PR

Hit! (plural) g

If the first vowel of the present stem of the verb has an “¢” sound, the prefix changes into '_;"

(prenounced like “bo™ in “bold™).

Eatl (singular) )55
Kill them! (plural)  lsausss

Gol! (singular) 95

Negative Imperatives
The negative imperative structure is exactly like the normal imperative, except that the suffix

preceding the verb is i (proncunced like “na” in “narrow”).



Verb Infinitive: yds Present Stem: i

Don't sit! (singular) ! 5utis

Don't sitt (plural) g i
Exceptions
The imperative form of the two verbs “ 5" {“to be”) and “ zal"(“to have”) is not made using the
general rule.
Verb Infinitive: 25 Present Stem: oL

Bel (singular) &b

Bel (plural) Ll

As you see, the only difference was that the prefix was omitted. The difference is more dramatic

for the verb “ 23" (“to have”):

Verb Infinitive: 3l Present Stem: )

Havel! (singular) b 4zl

Havel (plural) W P b Y

Another group of exceptions is the class of combined verbs that their verb part is from the
infinitive “-,3,8™ (*to do") or “ ;44" (“to become”). {Actually, there are other verbs that go in this group
as well, but there is no rule to distinguish them. They must be learned by experience.) For these

verbs, like the verb “to be". the prefix "__.' is omitted. Here are some examples:



Work! You lazy people! e L5 oaS )8

First make sure (/it. become sure) that 05 3l 1) 53 dn w2e a5 o yfalas Jo
it's me (/it. | am me) then open the door.

For all these exceptional verbs, the negative imperative is obtained by simply adding the o

prefix before them and omitting nothing.

Examples
Here is a set of examples containing instances of some different cases.

Know your enemies! ks 1) cobiads
Draw my picture. Sl e S
Say your name. 35 1 Caanl
Don't touch this painting! Lo Cand b6 pl &
Please don't park here. iS5 Sl bl 5 Tkl
Give me your hand. e ek |y caw
Don't be so mean. ol iy 518y
Don't love anyone. PbdTEl Cangd |y S s
Don't think about the past. O S8 ansls &

If he\she didn't work well, fire him/her. .5 fal sl o 50 8 s 31

Learn this well. 2385 3k g 1 gl



About the last group of exceptions, it should be added that the verbs “ 3 )S™ and “ a5" must

always be considered as part of a combined verb:

lit. become slim a bit! lpd &Y oS

Make me president! 1S jepes iy | e

They are only considered separate simple verbs when there is no noun in the sentence that could

possibly be part of a combined verb. This is the only way they can come with the “_" suffix.

Do this (and exactly this) job. oSl feas
You said | won't get angry, but do [get angry]l s Ll (pais i Slias | a8

It is important to learn the imperative correctly since its structure is also used in conjugating verbs
of the present subjunctive tense. The following table might be helpful for knowing where to use the

“_" suffix in imperatives.

Verb Imperative
U9t ol
e L b Al
Other simple verbs (e.g. "wauaz"): Must use "," (e.0. ")
Combined verbs from “us,8" and "oas™ Never use "," (e.g. oS 153"
Other combined verbs: Must use "." (e.g. " % 5L
Prefixed verbs: No general rule




