Personal Pronouns

Free Personal Pronouns
There are six personal pronouns in Persian:

I o
you s
helshe g
we Lo
you(pl.) led
they !

There are some points to note about these pronouns:
« The third person singular pronoun ",l' is used only for humans. For non-humans, the
pronoun “ -I" is used instead.
« In polite or formal speech, individuals are addressed with plural pronouns. Using verbs in
plural form in such situations is alsoc common.
« In literal texts, as you might guess, the third person plural pronoun (bo]) can be replaced
by “,b1" when being used for humans.

All of the pronouns listed above can actuslly serve as different parts of speech such as subject,

object, object of preposition, etc.

You left. -
They were my friends.  Lsg (e ol gl

He/She fought with us. A b b gl



Objective Use
The object of a verb can be shown by suffixing the verb itself with an enclitic pronoun.

| killed him. hazitS
| put it on the table. eSS fe (g3)
They took us to a dark room. SR PR PUIRE S - I Y
Father laughed and kissed them. -Olddungs g LA L
| saw you in the street yesterday. Cendyd HbLE 43 54050
| cooked it and you ate it. e o g haltt e

As you probably noticed in the beginning, some cof these enclitic pronouns are identical with past
simple verb suffixes. This can be source of problems; what is the meaning of the word ‘p.)j"? Does it
mean “| hit" consisting of the past stem and the first person singular subjective suffix? Or does it
mean “he hit me" formed of the past simple verb ".)5' meaning *hefshe hit” plus the first person
singular objective pronoun 'p'? The answer is quite simple. It is definitely the first one. Generally. in
cases like this where such ambiguities are feared. enclitic pronouns are not used and cbjects come
as free personal pronouns, in @ manner which will be discussed under objects. (Note agsin that using
enclitic pronouns is always optional. However, it takes time to grasp a feeling of when it sounds mere

natural to use them and when it does not.)

Place and Direction
Enclitic pronouns can also follow words indicating place and direction.

Itrampiedonl‘t. ‘L):‘{,) Caj) M‘f
(Jit. My foot went on if)

Outside the house was beautiful but inside it was ugly. g cudj s Lol 55 025 Gli g0



Enclitic Personal Pronouns
Enclitic pronouns are always attached to other words as suffixes and are never pronounced with a

stress.

&l
[
-

Enclitic pronouns are used in two different ways. (Notice that using enclitic pronouns is slways

optional since free personal pronouns can shways replace them.)

Possessive Use
Enclitic pronouns attach tc nouns to indicate possession.

his/her laughter wloass youreyes  culagls my hand pusd

their country Ol gl your lies olslags)s ourvoice  leslis

In many occasions, including when showing emphasis on the owner, using free proncuns is more

commoen.

my hand O Caad pEad

their country Ll jsuiS Lo jeua8

As you see, here again, two vowels cannot be pronounced right after each other. If the word ends
with letter “s” with an “e” sound. a glottal stop with letter “I" is used (as in “_blox:a”). If the last letter
of the word is “I" with an “aa” sound, the letter “ ¢" with a “y" sound comes in between (as in
“olislus” and “lulage)n"). Obviously, if a noun has a plural mark such as “" and “ ", the

enclitic pronouns come after the plural mark (as in “ gzlagg 2.






